TOWN OF YACOLT, WASHINGTON
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
DATE



March 17, 2008
CALL TO ORDER

PLEDGE OF ALIEGANCE

ROLL CALL ATTENDANCE

PRESENT:


Mayor Warren, Council members Madler, Holyk, Weldon, Hancock

ABSENT:


Council member Marbut

STAFF:



Rhonda Rowe, Deputy City Clerk





Paul Tester, Public Works Director





Kay Kammer, Director of Finance & Administration/City Clerk, 

City of Ridgefield, Washington

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Council member Holyk requested a correction to the minutes be made to include that she had called Clark Public Utilities (CPU) from a request made by Mr. Jurgen

MOTION:  Council member Madler moved to approve the minutes with the correction noted

SECOND:   Council member Hancock

VOTE:         5-0

YES:
     Mayor Warren, Council member Madler, Holyk, Weldon, Hancock

NO:
     None

ABSENT:    Council member Marbut

Motion unanimously passed.

LATE CHANGES TO THE AGENDA

Add under new business the following items:

D.  Resolution regarding vehicle purchase

E.  Interlocal Agreement with the City of Ridgefield, Washington 

F.  Hiring

CITIZEN COMMUNICATION

Patty Benge, resident
Attended the Little League Hat Night and noted that there was a decrease in attendance due to issues with former treasurer

Brought forward a request from Little League that the City when hiring in the future screen applicants as individuals who work for the City may also volunteer and be involved in the community

Mayor Warren stated that requirements for employment will be dealt with through City Personnel Policies

Little League or any separate entity will need to address and oversee their procedures as they are completely separate agencies

Joy Tindall, resident

Requested information regarding the Clerk Treasurer position, if the vacancy had been filled, and the application process

Mayor Warren addressed the procedures to fill the vacancy, the job requirements were posted in notice, the applicant must be bondable and that there are no state certification requirements.  Mayor Warren announced the deadline date for applications and two council members and Clerks from LaCenter and Ridgefield would be involved in the interview process.

OLD BUSINESS

A.  Update on Quaker Parrots – YPPA
Points of discussion:  Christopher Driggins requested a man lift by the next day following the meeting held.  He had demanded it late on a Friday to be available by 9:00 a.m. the following Monday.  Mr. Driggins was not willing to jointly make the request with YPPA to Clark Public Utilities (CPU).  CPU indicated that it must receive a joint request.
Mr. Driggins required a letter from Stephanie ___________ that she would not have anything to do with the birds at all.

Two boxes are complete and look like Quaker nests.  “In Defense of Animals” will pay for supplies for the boxes.  Volunteers have a certified person available to operate the man lift.  Two boxes are to be placed on Hubbard Street.

Mr. Driggins appears not to be willing to work with certain individuals.  Request made to communicate with Mr. Driggins only via electronic mail for a record of request and agreements.

Council discussion and directive:  Mayor Warren requests that Mr. Driggins draft language for letter and provide the reason Stephanie _______ must remain from area while he is working.

Council member Holyk stated that Dean _____had gone way beyond the call of duty and done an excellent job.

NEW BUSINESS
A.  Tree Removal – Redinger 
103 W. Humphrey & 116 E. Cushman
Reed Redinger, resident

Seven cedar trees border lot on Humphrey and grass will not grow near them

Understand that there may be a grant opportunity for a sidewalk that could go behind the trees

Proposes to remove the current trees and will plant new ones approved by the City

Points of discussion:  Could change the alignment of the sidewalk but could still have proper drainage

PUD will assist if project will help with fish recovery

PUD will top tree and pull stump – potential to tear up pavement but able to repair

Humphrey is on the six year street plan

Paul Tester, Public Works Director, to contact PUD for review and ability to work with property owners

Removal of one tree on Cushman

MOTION:  Council member Weldon moved to authorize removal of trees on Humphrey and Cushman

SECOND:   Council member Holyk

VOTE:
     5-0

YES:
     Mayor Warren, Council member Madler, Holyk, Weldon, Hancock

NO:
     None

ABSENT:    Council member Marbut

Motion unanimously passed.

B. Compression Brake Ordinance
City has received complaints regarding log trucks using compression brakes

Paul Tester, Public Works Director contacted Clark County and the City of LaCenter about their ordinances regarding compression brakes.  The City of LaCenter addresses this issue through their nuisance ordinance 

Enforcement can be handled by the Sheriff’s Office

Council directive:  Public Works Director to bring forward an ordinance at the next council meeting modeled after the Clark County ordinance
C. Bank Signature Cards
Need to update authorized signers on behalf of the Town


Remove Brenda Finnegan


Add Linda Lesbo


Add Rhonda Rowe

MOTION:  Council member Madler moved to authorize change in authorized signers on bank accounts for the Town of Yacolt, Washington

SECOND:  Council member Hancock

VOTE:
     5-0

YES:
     Mayor Warren, Council member Madler, Holyk, Weldon, Hancock

NO:
     None

ABSENT:    Council member Marbut

Motion unanimously passed.

D. Resolution  No. 426 – Vehicle Purchase
2008 Budget authorized the purchase of a vehicle for the replacement of truck currently used by the Public Works Director in the amount of $20,000

Purchase from private party of a 2004 F250 for $12,000

MOTION:  Council member Holyk moved to authorize purchase of vehicle

SECOND:  Council member Weldon

VOTE:
     5-0

YES:
     Mayor Warren, Council member Madler, Holyk, Weldon, Hancock

NO:
     None

ABSENT:    Council member Marbut

Motion unanimously passed.

E. Interlocal Agreement with the City of Ridgefield, Washington
Agreement between the Town of Yacolt and the City of Ridgefield for assistance during recruitment and training of new Clerk Treasurer

No cost to the Town of Yacolt

MOTION:  Council member Weldon moved to authorize Mayor to execute the Interlocal Agreement with the City of Ridgefield, Washington

SECOND:  Council member Holyk

VOTE:
     5-0

YES:
     Mayor Warren, Council member Madler, Holyk, Weldon, Hancock

NO:
     None

ABSENT:    Council member Marbut

Motion unanimously passed.

F. Hiring

Council discussion:  

Council member Weldon requested a motion be made to adopt an ordinance regarding hiring practices
Mayor Warren indicated that hiring practices to be addressed through the Personnel Policies that are currently being updated and reviewed by the City Attorney.  Mayor Warren will take the request under advisement of the City Attorney.

Revised Code of Washington (RCW) authorizes the Mayor with the authority to hire and fire employees.

Hiring process is not the same for full time versus part time employees.  Full time employees may go through a complete hiring process and background checks.  Part time employees may be hired by the Department Head.

Council and citizen discussion:

Requested information on what is a public record and how to obtain public records

Discussion of review of financial reports, probationary period for new hires, at- will status of employees, authorization of checks, and reconciliation of bank statements

Rhonda Rowe, Deputy City Clerk, indicated that she has passed a federal background check and a fingerprint check.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS

Mayor Warren informed audience that an individual from “Account Temps” who is an accounting specialist will be coming in to assist with data entry and report compilation.  Interviews will be conducted on March 25, 2008 for Clerk Treasurer.  Mayor Warren requested that Council member Marbut and Madler attend interviews.  Hope is to have hiring completed by the first part of April.

WARRANTS

Warrants presented in the amount of $___________________

MOTION:  Council member Holyk moved to authorize payments of the Warrants  

SECOND:  Council member Madler

VOTE:
     5-0

YES:
     Mayor Warren, Council member Madler, Holyk, Weldon, Hancock

NO:
     None

ABSENT:    Council member Marbut

Motion unanimously passed.

ADJOURN
8:35 P.M.

__________________________________


________________________________

Rhonda Rowe






Joe Warren

Deputy City Clerk





Mayor

Minutes approved on _________________

