TOWN OF YACOLT, WASHINGTON
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

DATE: March 1, 2010
CALL TO ORDER

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
ROLL CALL ATTENDANCE

PRESENT: Joe Warren, Mayor 
Councilmember(s): Karen Holyk, Cindy Marbut, James Weldon, Dave Hancock
ABSENT: None
STAFF:     Lynne Oldham: Town Clerk

       Pete Roberts: Public Works Director
                   Tim Wedding, Public Works (Absent)
                   David Ridenour, Town Attorney

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
*Corrections to the minutes dated February 16, 2010: Councilor Holyk stated that the Yacolt Citizens Committee member, Sara Uhacz would check with the school for participation in the July 3rd. Fun Run.    
MOTION:  Councilmember:  Weldon moved to approve the minutes with corrections
SECOND:  Councilmember:   Marbut
VOTE:       5 - 0

YES:
       Councilmember(s):  Madler, Holyk, Marbut, Weldon, Hancock
NO:
       None

ABSENT:   None
*Motion passed.

LATE CHANGES TO THE AGENDA

*  Pet Ordinance to be discussed under Old Business, Item #D
CITIZEN COMMUNICATION
*Resident, Pattie Benge said that the Town has serious problems with dogs & cats. If Animal Control is charging the Town then they should come out & pick up all the stray cats. The Mayor said that we are currently in negotiation with our inter-local agreement & with Animal Control budget cuts there are only a few officers to do the job. Most of last years charges were for coming out & taking away about 65+ cats out of an empty house. Pattie said that maybe the Town should take back the licensing of both dogs & cats. I want to let the Town know that I contacted ringworm from all the stray cats that enter my backyard. I shouldn't be liable for the doctors' bills for animals that I do not own. Just who is responsible for stray cats? Councilor Madler suggested trapping the cats & taking them into the Humane Society. Councilor, Holyk wondered if the Town could even enforce a neuter/spay policy. Resident, Bob Bump asked the Council..who is responsible when stray cats cause property damage? Cats have defecated so much in my yard that I can't help but track some into my house & then my floors & carpet are ruined. My boat (which was covered) have been invaded by cats & my personal property ruined through no fault of my own.  Is the Town responsible? Perhaps, it is time for me to contact an attorney & find out. The Mayor said that as we move forward with Animal Control on these issues, we will update the public. You can call Lynne at the office to find out updates. The Mayor & Council thanked both residents for their concerns.
*WA Citizens for Responsible Government, Allen Rogers, Eric McGrady & Chuck Miller each discussed the possibility for the Town to join a number of other WA state cities using E-Verify to make sure that each employee they hire is not an illegal alien. Using the I-9 forms & plugging the information into a centrally located department we would be assisting Homeland Security in battling illegal individuals from working in our state. Mayor asked if this would include all the businesses in Clark County.  Allen: Clark County only implements it to businesses with the county. It would be for the Town to pass by ordinance. All councilors ask questions relating to administrative work & cost issues. Eric McGrady & Chuck Miller spoke for few minutes & the Mayor suggested that for presentation purposes this group could return to the next meeting & supply more information. Lynne Oldham, Town Clerk, will contact Allen & schedule them for next agenda.  Mayor & Council thanked them for their time.
*Nathan Ek, an engineer for EK Engineering, talked on the nitrogen reducing issues concerning the vacant lots & building permits that will be brought before the Council in the future by Timberland, Inc..  The P/W Dept. have us to hold up on reviewing the lots that need nitrogen reduction systems.  These lots have existing percs.  If sewer is not an option right now then the ground issues will need attention. Mayor: We are working on our building requirements & our main goal is to reduce the nitrogen soil systems. The Council, P/W & I will continue to review this subject.  Thank you for bring this to our attention.
OLD BUSINESS
A.  American Flag & Flag Pole For new Town Hall:  Tim Wedding, P/W Dept.
Discussion:  Pete Roberts, P/W Director, filled in for Tim by telling the Council that a 35' flag pole has been offered for free in exchange for the two basketball hoops that would become surplus equipment during the Town Park Renovation Project this spring.  Kevin Kysar of Yacolt would like to do the exchange.  He said it would also take approx. $300.00 for concrete costs & the cost of a new flag & hardware.

MOTION: Councilmember: Marbut moved to approve the costs & trade-off for flag pole.

SECOND:  Councilmember: Hancock
VOTE:  5 - 0

YES:      Councilmember(s): Madler, Holyk, Marbut, Weldon, Hancock

NO:       -0-

ABSENT:   None

*Motion passed

B. Authorize the Mayor to Sign: Recommendation of Award for Bid On Yacolt Town Park

     Improvements:  Pete Roberts, Public Works Director

Discussion:  The bid was awarded to Colf Landscape Construction in the amount of $85,350.32 on February 25, 2010 at Town Hall.  Gibbs & Olson officiated the bid and Pete said six other companies put bids in.  This bid was $24,000.00 under the CDBG award. They should break ground in three weeks.  
MOTION:  Councilmember: Holyk moved to authorize the Mayor to sign the bid award
SECOND:   Councilmember: Hancock
VOTE:         5 - 0

YES:             Councilmember(s): Madler, Holyk, Marbut, Weldon, Hancock

NO:               - 0 -

ABSENT:     None
*Motion passed

C.  Workshop Date To Be Set For Review Of Building Ordinance: Mayor

Discussion:  The Mayor also has a few draft items on the Building Ordinance he would want to bring to the workshop. The Date has been set for Monday, March 22, 2010, at 7 PM at the Town Hall.

*No action taken/Information only

D.  Pet Ordinance Update: David Ridenour, Town Attorney  

We could expand our licensing to pertain to both dogs & cats.  Resident, Pattie Benge, has expressed her concerns during Citizens Communications on the cat issues the Town is facing. We will repeal Ordinance #383 7 under item B per Councilor Marbut we could insert "Dogs allowed during the Rendezvous "Parade Only". David said he scheduling meetings with Animal Control on all animal i.e.: cats, birds, etc..  The Mayor asked for this to return to a future agenda after a draft is completed.  Council agreed.
*No action taken/information only

NEW BUSINESS:
A. Application For Building Permit Approx. Address 203 E. Yacolt Rd.

     Roger Foley, Timberland, Inc.
Discussion:  Set-backs issues & sales history of the property are concerns of the Town. Roger Foley said that people moving into his houses like big back yards & dropping the set-backs a few feet accommodate this for his customers.  Mayor said our set-backs need to hold as allowed.  Councilor Madler : How many more houses on small lots are we looking at? 
Roger: Twenty-one more  Pete: the septic easement will have to be included in the sales history & will follow the sale of the property per County records. New restrictions on dryline, septic inspection program apply & restrictions required on lot limitations. A list of sub-contractors to be sent to Town Hall before building can begin or a stop-work order will be delivered to contractor.
MOTION: Councilmember: Marbut moved to approve the building application w/the applicant to supply a sales history back to 1969 to show these are legal lots. 
SECOND:  Councilmember:  Holyk
VOTE:        5 - 0

YES:            Councilmember(s):  Madler, Holyk, Marbut, Weldon, Hancock

NO:             - 0 -

ABSENT:    None
*Motion passed   
B. Application For Building permit: Approx. Address 505 W. Jones 

    Roger Foley, Timberland, Inc.
Discussion: Councilor Weldon asked Pete if there were any problems connected to this application.  Pete:  The new home will extend past the existing house.  The septic easement will have to be included in the sales history & will follow the sale of the property per County records. New requirements on dryline, septic inspection program apply & restrictions required on lot limitations. A list of sub-contractors to be sent to Town Hall before building can begin or a stop-work order will be delivered to contractor. 
MOTION: Councilmember:  Weldon moved to approve the building application
SECOND:  Councilmember:  Holyk

VOTE:       5 - 0

YES:           Councilmember(s):  Madler, Holyk, Marbut, Weldon, Hancock

NO:            - 0 -

ABSENT:   None

*Motion passed      
8.  Mayor's Comments:

 *Pete, Lynne & I will prepare a draft re: NCLL Lease & review the Septic Inspection Program (Ordinance) prior to the March 22nd. workshop.   
9.  Public Works Dept. Report

*Pete, P/W Director, told the Council that out of 265 septics on the program..134 are completed & it shows a deficit septic rate of approx. 54%.  Something for the Town to think about as the septic systems age.
10. Clerk/Treasurer's Report

*Lynne Oldham, Town Clerk, mentioned to the Council that she would be at Yacolt primary School tomorrow reading to students during the "Reading Across America Program". 

Keys for the new Town Hall are complete & only the emergency push bars will be installed in the next few weeks.

*General operating Fund:  $877,000.09

 Impact Fees:  $69,300.10

 CD:  $60,591.84

11.Paying Bills on Behalf of the Town
*Current Expenses:  
$14,834.70 
*City Streets:

$12,094.40   
*Cemetery

$     662.40
*Stormwater:

$     778.40    
*Parks/001

$-0-

Bills presented in the amount of $28,369.90  Check #12660 - #12677
MOTION:  Councilmember: Marbut moved to authorize payments of the Warrants  

SECOND:  Councilmember:  Holyk
VOTE:
        5 - 0
YES:
        Councilmember(s):  Madler, Holyk, Marbut, Weldon, Hancock

NO:
        None

ABSENT:   None
*Motion passed.

ADJOURN
8:15 P.M.

__________________________________


________________________________

Lynne A. Oldham






Joe Warren

Town Clerk

 





Mayor

Minutes approved on March 15, 2010
