January 20, 2004

Council Chambers

The Yacolt Town Council met in regular session on January 20, 2004, at 7:00 p.m.  The call to order by Mayor Robertson was followed by the flag salute.  Councilmembers present were Tindall-Ellis, Mason, and Weldon.  Councilmembers Stewart and Smith were absent.  There were visitors present.


There was a motion by Tindall-Ellis, seconded by Mason to approve the minutes of the December 15, 2003 meeting.  Motion Carried.  There was a motion by Tindall-Ellis, seconded by Mason to approve the minutes of the January 5, 2004 meeting.  Motion Carried.


Citizen Karl Taylor asked about the conceptual plan for the proposed community center.  Mayor Robertson informed Karl the item was on the agenda.  Karl also voiced concerns about rats coming from the property at 203 N. Hubbard Avenue.  The Mayor said the property owner would be contacted.  Citizen Barb Kinkade voiced concerns about rats coming from the property at 204 E. Twin Falls Street.  The Mayor said the property owner would be contacted.  Citizen Brian Paris asked about the progress on traffic calming devices.  Mayor Robertson informed Brian the item was on Schedule A to the Town Council Agenda, which serves as a reminder of projects in process.  Brian also asked how citizens get items placed on the Town Council agenda.  The Mayor responded that informational items not requiring Town Council action can be shared during citizen communication and that items requiring Town Council action can be placed on the agenda by contacting Town Hall at least 4 days prior to the Town Council meeting.   


Old Business:

There was a discussion on the Senior Activities and Nutrition Program (SNAP).  The Council asked the Clerk/Treasurer to get additional information from SNAP and the North County Community Food Bank.  The item will be back on the agenda when the additional information is available.


A workshop on cat licensing was scheduled for January 26, 2004 at 7:00 p.m.


There was a lengthy discussion on the conceptual plan for the proposed community center.  There was a motion by Tindall-Ellis, seconded by Weldon to host another public forum on the subject on either February 9, 2004 or February 23, 2004, with the meeting to be held at a facility with a larger seating capacity.  Motion Carried.

New Business:


Doug Quinn from Clark Public Utilities was present to discuss the septic system inspection and maintenance program.  The next phase in the program is to install risers on the septic systems in Yacolt.  The riser installation project will cost approximately $257,000 and will be funded with a $214,000 loan from the State Revolving Fund and a $43,000 match from CPU.  Construction on the project is scheduled to begin the first week of May.  CPU will need to obtain utility easements from property owners before construction starts. 


There was a discussion on spring clean up.  There was a motion by Tindall-Ellis, seconded by Mason to offer spring clean on Saturday, April 24, 2004 with the following guidelines:  held at a central location, one pickup load of material per household with a voucher issued upon proof of residency, no yard debris, no construction debris.  Motion Carried.


There was a discussion on Resolution #381.  There was a motion by Mason, seconded by Tindall-Ellis to adopt Resolution #381 – Recognizing The Dedicated Service of Jim Messer for the Town of Yacolt.  Motion Carried.


There was a discussion Resolution #382.  There was a motion by Mason, seconded by Tindall-Ellis to adopt Resolution #382 – Recognizing The Dedicated Service of Kenneth Case for the Town of Yacolt.  Motion Carried.


There was a building permit application presented for Jerry Heldman.  There was a discussion on the application. There was a motion by Mason, seconded by Weldon to approve an electrical permit for 204 E. Twin Falls Street provided that the project meets setback, placement and all other applicable zoning requirements and provided that Jerry obtains the appropriate permits from Dept. of Labor & Industries and furnishes the Town with copies of the permits.  Motion Carried.


There was a motion by Mason, seconded by Weldon to accept the December, 2003 Treasurer’s Report as presented.  Motion Carried.

Mayor Robertson presented a plaque to Kenneth Case recognizing his years of service to the Town of Yacolt serving as Mayor and as Councilmember.  The Mayor informed the Council of a letter he had the Town Attorney compose to send to Laura Van Tassell.      


There was a motion by Mason, seconded by Weldon to approve warrants #9135 through #9163 as follows:  Current Expense - $10,903.75; Fire Department - $1,812.97; Parks Department - $82.73; City Street - $4,664.59; Cemetery - $181.25; and Stormwater - $825.10 and warrants #9164 through #9173 as follows:  Current Expense - $2,035.53; Parks Department - $74.42; City Street - $230.94; Cemetery - $17.03; and Stormwater - $41.57.  Motion Carried.


Mayor Robertson declared the meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.
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